November 28, 2017

Ibarra is a true leader, as demonstrated by the
enormous empathy and devotion that he
showed to his neighbors and constituents
through numerous public meetings, private de-
liberations, and policy choices leading to re-
covery in San Bruno.

Ken Ibarra is leaving civic life, but we who
know him well know that civic engagement will
never leave Ken lbarra. He is a skilled archi-
tect of both structures and civic pride. We
wish him well as he enters another phase of
his life where he will undoubtedly pursue both
crafts for years to come.

————

PROCLAMATION FOR REVEREND
DR. DERRICK R. RHODES

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for Reverend Dr. Derrick
R. Rhodes:

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, there are many individuals
who are called to contribute to the needs of
our community through Pastoral leadership
and service; and

Whereas, Reverend Dr. Derrick R. Rhodes
has given of himself to lead Kelly Chapel
United Methodist Church these past ten years
as Senior Pastor and under the guidance of
God has pioneered and sustained Kelly Chap-
el United Methodist Church as an instrument
in our community that uplifts the spiritual,
physical and mental welfare of our citizens;
and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
man of God has given hope to the hopeless
by ministering the word of God, he educates
the masses as an author and counselor, he is
engaged in the civic affairs of our community
as the founder and first president of the West
Georgia Ministerial Alliance, a member of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., and as a mem-
ber of the Prince Hall Masonic Order; and

Whereas, Reverend Dr. Derrick R. Rhodes
is a spiritual warrior, a man of compassion, a
fearless leader and a servant to all, but most
of all a visionary who has shared not only with
his Church, but with our District and the world
his passion to spread the gospel of Jesus
Christ; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Reverend Dr. Der-
rick R. Rhodes as he celebrates his 10th Pas-
toral Anniversary at Kelly Chapel United Meth-
odist Church;

Now therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim May 21, 2017 as
Reverend Dr. Derrick R. Rhodes Day in the
4th Congressional District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 21st day of May, 2017.
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HONORING ROBYN KRUEGER ON 40
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE
TO COMMUNITY MISSIONS OF NI-
AGARA FRONTIER, INC.

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Community Missions, Inc.
(CMI) of Niagara Frontier's Executive Director,
Ms. Robyn Krueger on the occasion of her
40th Anniversary of dedicated service to those
in need throughout the City of Niagara Falls
and beyond its borders.

Since 1925, Community Missions’ guiding
principle to provide “Compassion in Action”
remains a clarion call to all those who lead,
work, volunteer and engage with individuals
and families to reach their full potential. This
organization has expanded its reach beyond
its initial population of homeless individuals to
now include 19 programs within four divisions
known as Crisis & Community Services, Men-
tal Health Housing Services, Mental Health
Recovery Services and Youth Services, re-
flecting the changing needs of the community
throughout the decades.

Community Missions’ vision to help people
find their place in the world is certainly per-
sonified in its long-time Executive Director,
Robyn Krueger. Hired in 1977, she began her
career with CMI as a live-in houseparent to six
adolescent males in the City of Niagara Falls.
She graduated from SUNY at Buffalo with a
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology in 1985 and
completed several selected graduate studies
in the Counseling and Educational Psychology
Department. Ms. Krueger was named Execu-
tive Director of CMI in September of 1994. For
the more than two decades since she as-
sumed this role, CMI continues to open its
doors to better reflect the changing needs of
the community. As CMI provides almost 50
percent more meals than it did 10 years ago,
it is clear those needs are growing. In 2016
alone, Community Missions provided 11,104
nights of shelter, 89,366 meals, 6,744 individ-
uals with clothing, 2,295 care days in Youth
Services, 46,888 care days in Recovery Serv-
ices, 73,994 care days in Housing Services
and 182 opportunities for Faith Development.

Ms. Krueger's extensive professional and
community involvement spreads beyond her
duties as Executive Director as she serves on
a variety of local, county and state commit-
tees, boards and associations in leadership
and active roles. These include the Associa-
tion for Community Living, Homeless Alliance
of Western New York, Juvenile Detention As-
sociation of NYS, Niagara Behavioral
Healthcare Network, Niagara County Juvenile
Justice Taskforce and NYS Association for
Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services, Inc.

A member of the Who’s Who among Out-
standing Business Executives, this determined
administrator is a graduate of Leadership Ni-
agara’s Class of 2004. Her achievements
have earned her the 2006 Anthony J.
Cuccurullo Award from the New York State
Juvenile Detention Association, the 2011 Niag-
ara Award for Management from the YWCA of
Niagara Frontier, and the 2013 Killian Vetter
Individual Achievement Award given by the
Homeless Alliance of Western New York.
Other well deserved recognitions include the
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Woman Vanessa Scott Ministries “I Shall
Wear a Crown” Award given for Ministry Serv-
ice, the Dominion Life Christian Center “Lion
of Judah” Award for longevity of service to the
community, and the 2016 Niagara University
President’s Award—St. Vincent de Paul.

Ms. Krueger's commitment to service clearly
includes putting others first as her heart, hu-
manity and deep faith are integral to her lead-
ership style. She publicly proclaims so often
that “operating such a diverse organization
would not be possible without the help of our
dedicated staff, along with the unwavering
support of our community.” These are more
than mere words as for 25 years CMI recog-
nizes their volunteers and supporters for their
countless hours of commitment, care and con-
cern for their neighbors in need with its Annual
Compassion in Action Awards Brunch.

CMI continues to strengthen its public, pri-
vate and non-profit partnerships, with institu-
tions such as United Way of Niagara County
and Niagara University, as it is actively en-
gaged in the planning, programs and interven-
tion strategies presented at the Annual Pov-
erty Conference. The leadership of Community
Missions and the Niagara Falls Memorial Med-
ical Center have joined forces to increase re-
covery and understanding with a focus on the
annual Interfaith Community Prayer Service.
Under Ms. Krueger's direction, these works
and other ongoing collaborative efforts have
earned Community Missions the Catholic
Charities 2003 Community Partner and the
2009 Niagara USA Chamber Community Ad-
vocate of the Year Award. On Wednesday,
November 29th, 2017, the Community Mis-
sions family including staff, board members,
volunteers, supporters and friends will gather
to observe 92 years of service to the Niagara
Frontier. The highlight of this event will be the
heartfelt acknowledgement of Robyn Krueger's
40 years of helping countless families and in-
dividuals reach their full potential.

It should be noted that the 40th is tradition-
ally known as the ruby anniversary, as the
symbolism behind that crimson stone rests in
its inner flame that represents a living and vi-
brant love. It should be said that Ms. Robyn
Krueger possesses that inner flame as her
professional career and personal commitment
represents a living and vibrant love for Com-
munity Missions, her faith and her fellow
human beings.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize the signifi-
cant contributions and good works of Ms.
Robyn Krueger as her 40th Anniversary is rec-
ognized during this “Season of Thanks” cele-
bration, and to thank her and Community Mis-
sions of Niagara Frontier, Inc. for making a
real difference in our world.

HONORING KENNETH LEE

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a pillar of the community, Kenneth
Wayne Lee, who this year is being honored by
the Luther V. Garrison Sr. Masonic Foundation
Inc. as their 2017 Man of the Year. Kenny has
always been active in his community and is
most deserving of this honor.

Kenny was educated in the Greenburgh
Central 7 School District where he excelled
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